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CHART 19.1: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING 

FUNDING BY YEAR (2013–2024)

During 2023–2024, 96 grantmakers awarded $143,739,043 focused on LGBTI 

issues in Sub-Saharan Africa. Compared to the last reporting period, the 

region increased in total grant amount (by 67 percent), number of grants (11 

percent), and number of donors (11 additional donors).

81  Note that some donors chose not to reveal 
the world region geographic focus, instead 
only identifying the grant as within the Global 
South and East or deciding not to disclose the 
geographical location at all. These locations were 
redacted out of concern for the safety and security 
of grantees and regionally based grantmaking 
staff because of hostile environments.
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CHART 19.2: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  SUB-REGION FOCUS IN $ MILLIONS (2013–2024)

In 2023–2024, East Africa again received the most sub-regional support, 

accounting for 41 percent of the total, representing an increase in its share 

and overall funding. Except for Central Africa, all other sub-regions increased 

in amount but decreased as a percentage of the total compared to the 

previous report.

When funds awarded for regranting 

are included, over $185 million 

was awarded to grants focused 

on Sub-Saharan Africa. The top 

10 funders with that geographic 

focus awarded over $108 million, 

accounting for 59 percent of all 

LGBTI funding in the region.

Anonymous donors are excluded 

from the top donor lists, but 

their combined funding to this 

geographic focus totaled $6.9 

million in 2023–2024.

LGBTI Funding for Top LGBTI Funders for 

Sub-Saharan Africa, by Sub-Region Sub-Saharan Africa

82  In contrast to other calculations in this report, all lists of top funders include funds awarded for the purpose of regranting to document the full amount of LGBTI 
funding flowing from (or through) each funder. The total regional funding for Sub-Saharan Africa in 2023–2024, including regranting, comes to $185,000,176.

CHART 19.3: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING 

TOP 10 FUNDERS IN $ MILLIONS (2023–2024)82

Funder Name Total Funds  
for the 
Region

1 Government of the United Kingdom $27.2

2 Government of Canada $15.9

3 Government of the United States $14.1

4 Hivos $11.4

5 UHAI East African Sexual Health and Rights Initiative (UHAI EASHRI) $8.3

6 Foundation for a Just Society $6.9

7 European Union $6.8

8 Arcus Foundation $6.5

9 Aidsfonds – Soa Aids Nederland $5.9

10 Government of Germany $5.6

Given the increasingly key role of intermediary grantmakers—including public 

foundations and NGO intermediaries—this report includes the top 10 for this regional 

focus. Three of the top ten were NGOs, and three were LGBTI-focused organizations. 

CHART 19.4: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  TOP 10 INTERMEDIARY FUNDERS IN $ MILLIONS (2023–2024)

Funder Name Total Funds  
for the Region

Type of Donor LGBTI
Organization

1 Hivos $11.4 NGO

2 UHAI East African Sexual Health and Rights Initiative (UHAI EASHRI) $8.3 Foundation 

3 Elton John AIDS Foundation $6.2 Foundation

4 Aidsfonds – Soa Aids Nederland   $5.8 NGO

5 African Women's Development Fund $4.6 Foundation

6 Initiative Sankofa d'Afrique de l'Ouest (ISDAO)   $3.7 Foundation 

7 AmplifyChange $3.7 Foundation

8 Equality Fund - Funding Feminist Futures $2.4 Foundation

9 American Jewish World Service (AJWS) $2.3 Foundation

10 FRI - foreningen for kjønns- og seksualitetsmangfold $2.1 NGO 

Sub-Region 2013–2014 2015–2016 2017–2018 2019–2020 2021–2022 2023–2024

CENTRAL AFRICA $0.3 $0.4 $1.2 $2.1 $8.1 $6.6

EAST AFRICA $15.8 $15.4 $26.9 $23.0 $30.6 $58.6

SOUTHERN AFRICA $11.8 $11.7 $11.0 $12.1 $13.3 $17.2

WEST AFRICA $2.5 $6.1 $7.3 $11.5 $14.8 $23.2

WHOLE REGION FOCUS $13.2 $17.8 $21.4 $5.0 $19.2 $38.2

TOTAL $43.6 $51.4 $67.8 $53.7 $86.0 $143.7
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CHART 19.5: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  COUNTRY AND TERRITORY FOCUS (2023–2024)

Any funding with an anonymous country focus is excluded
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The majority of funding for LGBTI issues in this region (84 percent) went 

to grantees based in the region. However, 10 percent was awarded to 

organizations based in Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the 

Netherlands, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the 

United States. Six percent went to grantees in unspecified regions. 

Ten percent of funding to Sub-Saharan Africa came from donors based (or 

headquartered) in the region. Forty percent of the funding was awarded by 

North American donors, 49 percent by Western European donors, and less 

than one percent from donors based in the region of Asia and the Pacific.

In general, the 2023–2024 issue/sub-issue focus of LGBTI funding for the 

Sub-Saharan Africa region aligned with overall trends compared to other 

regions, except for insignificant funding for Humanitarian Response and 

higher-than-average funding for Economic Inclusion.

LGBTI Funding for Sub-Saharan Africa 

Issues Addressed by LGBTI Funding 

by Grantee and Donor Locations

for Sub-Saharan Africa

CHART 19.6: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  ISSUE ADDRESSED (2021–2024)

Issues 2021–2022 2023–2024

Confronting Discrimination and Violence $5,744,478 7% $12,340,086 9%

Economic Inclusion $8,040,379 9% $11,233,108 8%

Education/Safe Schools $158,814 <1% $65,776 <1%

Health and Wellbeing $6,031,526 7% $19,023,227 13%

Human Rights $54,481,712 63% $83,510,673 58%

Humanitarian Response $1,525,067 2% $26,256 <1

Strengthening Community, Families, and Visibility $9,040,443 11% $17,474,625 12%

Philanthropy $943,717 1% $65,292 <1

Total $85,966,136 100% $143,739,043 100%
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CHART 19.7: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  ISSUE AND SUB-ISSUE ADDRESSED (2023–2024)

Issue Sub-Issue Total Amount % of Total/Sub-Total

Confronting Discrimination & Violence Anti-Violence $10,984,004 89%

Confronting Homophobia, Biphobia, Transphobia, and Interphobia $1,356,082 11%

Subtotal $12,340,086 9%

Economic Inclusion Food Security $15,000 <1%

Housing and Homelessness $297,536 3%

Labor/Employment $10,920,572 97%

Subtotal $11,233,108 8%

Education/Safe Schools Education $37,869 58%

Safe Schools $27,907 42%

Subtotal $65,776 <1%

Health and Wellbeing Cultural Competence and Data Collection $181,358 1%

General Health Services and Health Promotion $2,429,204 13%

HIV/AIDS $14,725,256 77%

Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and Suicide Prevention $1,687,410 9%

Subtotal $19,023,227 13%

Human Rights Advancing LGBTQI Protections $3,342,088 4%

Challenging Anti-LGBTQI Discrimination $1,676,840 2%

Decriminalization $1,683,336 2%

Environmental Justice $91,831 <1%

Gender Identity Rights $5,784,726 7%

Human Rights (General/Other) $51,731,940 62%

Intersex Rights $1,403,996 2%

Migration and Refugee Issues $1,437,570 2%

Sex Worker Rights $145,017 <1%

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights $16,213,328 19%

Subtotal $83,510,673 58%

Humanitarian Response Epidemic $1,256 5%

Humanitarian Response (General/Other) $10,000 38%

Natural Disaster $15,000 57%

Subtotal $26,256 <1%

Strengthening Community, Families, and Visibility Community Building/Empowerment $12,368,298 71%

Families $682,592 4%

Religion $3,870,142 22%

Sports $140,383 1%

Visibility $413,210 2%

Subtotal $17,474,625 12%

Philanthropy Movement Resourcing $65,292 100%

Subtotal $65,292 <1%

Total $143,739,043 100%

CHART 19.8: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  STRATEGY ADDRESSED (2021–2024)

Strategy 2021–2022 2023–2024

Advocacy $49,516,096 58% $68,380,655 48%

Capacity Building and Training $10,880,694 13% $17,127,758 12%

Culture and Media $1,388,913 2% $2,904,205 2%

Direct Service $13,740,687 16% $21,145,182 15%

Multi/Other $195,929 <1% $35,000 <1%

Philanthropy and Fundraising $7,722,413 9% $25,090,522 17%

Research $2,521,403 3% $9,055,721 6%

Total $85,966,135 100% $143,739,043 100%

In general, the 2023–2024 strategy focus of LGBTI funding for the Sub-Saharan 

Africa region aligned with overall global funding compared to other regions, 

except for a higher-than-average percentage of funding for Research. A drop 

in the percentage of funding for the Advocacy strategy is partly due to shifting 

funds awarded for philanthropic advocacy or regranting into the Philanthropy 

and Fundraising category.

Strategies Addressed by LGBTI Funding 

for Sub-Saharan Africa
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