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CHART 18.2: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING 

SUB-REGION FOCUS IN $ MILLIONS (2013–2024)

In 2023–2024, the sub-region of 

South West Asia received 65 percent 

of the total regional funding, a 

slight increase in percentage but a 

decrease in funds from the previous 

reporting period. The sub-region of 

North Africa received 33 percent of 

the total, a slight increase in funds 

and an increase from 27 percent in 

the previous report.

Funding focused on the whole region 

decreased in amount and dropped 

to 2 percent in 2023–2024 from 9 

percent in the previous report.

When funds awarded for regranting 

are included, over $13.2 million was 

awarded to grants focused on South 

West Asia and North Africa. The 

top 10 funders with that geographic 

focus awarded over $8.5 million, 

accounting for 64 percent of all 

LGBTI funding in the region.

Anonymous donors are excluded 

from the top donor lists, but their 

combined funding to this geographic 

focus totaled less than $800,000 in 

2023–2024.

LGBTI Funding for South 

Top LGBTI Funders for South 

West Asia and North 

Africa, by Sub-Region

West Asia and North Africa

CHART 18.1: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING

FUNDING BY YEAR (2013–2024)

During 2023–2024, 44 grantmakers awarded $12,889,292 focused on LGBTI 

issues in South West Asia and North Africa.78 Compared to the last reporting 

period, the region decreased in total grant amount (by 15 percent), increased 

in the number of grants (32 percent), and slightly decreased in the number of 

donors (four fewer donors). 

77  Note that some donors chose not to reveal 
the world region geographic focus, instead 
only identifying the grant as within the Global 
South and East or deciding not to disclose the 
geographic location at all. These locations were 
redacted out of concern for the safety and security 
of grantees and regionally based grantmaking 
staff because of hostile environments. 
78  Previous editions of this report named this 
world region as the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA). In order to maintain comparisons over 
time, Mauritania and Türkiye are included in the 
South West Asia and North Africa (SWANA) world 
region.

79  In contrast to other calculations in this report, all lists of top funders include funds awarded for the purpose of regranting to document the full amount of LGBTI 
funding flowing from (or through) each funder. The total regional funding for South West Asia and North Africa in 2023–2024, including regranting, comes to $13,277,748.
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CHART 18.3: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING 

TOP 10 FUNDERS IN $ MILLIONS (2023–2024)79

Funder Name Total Funds  
for the 
Region

1 Government of Sweden $3.3

2 Government of Canada $1.1

3 Dignity for All - Freedom House $0.9

4 Government of the Netherlands $0.7

5 Tides Foundation $0.5

6 Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice $0.5

7 Urgent Action Fund for Feminist Activism - United States $0.4

8 COC Netherlands $0.4

9 Act Together for Inclusion Fund (ACTIF) - Equitas $0.4

10 Égides - Alliance internationale francophone pour l'égalité et les diversités $0.4

Sub-Region 2013–
2014

2015–
2016

2017–
2018

2019–
2020

2021–
2022

2023–
2024

South West Asia $4.7 $4.8 $3.8 $5.1 $9.8 $8.4

North Africa $0.1 $0.7 $1.3 $2.9 $4.2 $4.3

Whole Region Focus $1.8 $1.5 $2.1 $0.9 $1.3 $0.3

Total $6.6 $7.0 $7.2 $8.9 $15.3 $13.0

107
2
0
2
3
–2

0
2
4
 G

lo
b
a
l R

e
so

u
rc

e
s R

e
p
o
rt – G

overnm
ent and P

hilanthropic S
upport for Lesbian, G

ay, B
isexual, Transgender, and Intersex C

om
m

unities
SNAPSHOT: LGBTI Funding for South West Asia and North Africa



Given the increasingly key role of intermediary grantmakers—including public 

foundations and NGO intermediaries—this report includes the top 10 for this 

regional focus. Five of the top ten were NGOs, and four were LGBTI-focused 

organizations.

CHART 18.4: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING 

TOP 10 INTERMEDIARY FUNDERS IN $ MILLIONS (2023–2024) 
Anonymous donors are excluded from top donor lists

Funder Name Total Funds  
for the Region

Type of Donor LGBTI
Organization

1 Dignity for All - Freedom House $0.9 NGO 

2 Tides Foundation $0.5 Foundation

3 Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice $0.5 Foundation 

4 Urgent Action Fund for Feminist Activism - United States $0.5 Foundation

5 COC Netherlands $0.4 NGO 

6 Act Together for Inclusion Fund (ACTIF) - Equitas $0.4 NGO

7 Égides - Alliance internationale francophone pour l'égalité et les diversités $0.4 NGO 

8 Center for Disaster Philanthropy $0.3 NGO

9 Equality Fund - Funding Feminist Futures $0.2 Foundation

10 Fund for Global Human Rights $0.2 Foundation

CHART 18.5: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  COUNTRY AND TERRITORY FOCUS (2023–2024)80

Any funding with an anonymous country focus is excluded

80  Those marked with * indicate territories.
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The majority of funding for LGBTI issues in this region (84 percent) went 

to grantees based in the region. However, 16 percent was awarded to 

organizations based in Canada, France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

One percent of funding to South West Asia and North Africa came from donors 

based (or headquartered) in the region. Fifty percent of the funding was 

awarded by donors based in Western Europe, 49 percent based in Northern 

America, and less than 1 percent from donors based in Sub-Saharan Africa.

In general, the 2023–2024 issue/sub-issue focus of LGBTI funding for the South 

West Asia and North Africa region aligned with overall trends compared to 

other regions, except for a lower percentage of funding for Economic Inclusion 

and for Health and Wellbeing and a higher funding percentage for Confronting 

Discrimination and Violence. 

LGBTI Funding for South West Asia 

Issues Addressed by LGBTI Funding 

and North Africa by Grantee and Donor Locations

for South West Asia and North Africa

CHART 18.6: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  ISSUE ADDRESSED (2021–2024)

Issues 2021–2022 2023–2024

Confronting Discrimination and Violence $902,083 6% $1,459,745 11%

Economic Inclusion $125,720 <1% $55,713 <1%

Education/Safe Schools – – $39,999 <1%

Health and Wellbeing $275,131 2% $593,081 5%

Human Rights $8,953,593 59% $8,802,044 68%

Humanitarian Response $317,051 2% $485,650 4%

Strengthening Community, Families, and Visibility $4,655,563 31% $1,453,059 11%

Total $15,229,141 100% $12,889,291 100%

CHART 18.7: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  ISSUE AND SUB-ISSUE ADDRESSED (2023–2024)

Issue Sub-Issue Total Amount % of Total/Sub-Total

Confronting Discrimination & Violence Anti-Violence $1,354,245 93%

Confronting Homophobia, Biphobia, Transphobia, and Interphobia $105,500 7%

Subtotal $1,459,745 11%

Economic Inclusion Housing and Homelessness $21,000 38%

Labor/Employment $34,713 62%

Subtotal $55,713 <1%

Education/Safe Schools Safe Schools $39,999 100%

Subtotal $39,999 <1%

Health and Wellbeing General Health Services and Health Promotion $127,700 21%

HIV/AIDS $80,405 14%

Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and Suicide Prevention $384,975 65%

Subtotal $593,081 5%

Human Rights Advancing LGBTQI Protections $158,132 2%

Challenging Anti-LGBTQI Discrimination $1,043,438 12%

Decriminalization $46,000 <1%

Gender Identity Rights $487,896 5%

Human Rights (General/Other) $6,610,812 75%

Intersex Rights $15,000 <1%

Migration and Refugee Issues $411,267 5%

Sex Worker Rights $25,000 <1%

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights $4,500 <1%

Subtotal $8,802,044 68%

Humanitarian Response Armed Conflict $35,000 7%

Earthquake $450,650 93%

Subtotal $485,650 4%

Strengthening Community, Families, and Visibility Community Building/Empowerment $634,700 44%

Religion $109,703 7%

Sports $44,822 3%

Visibility $663,834 46%

Subtotal $1,453,059 11%

Total $12,889,292 100%
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CHART 18.8: SOUTH WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LGBTI FUNDING  |  STRATEGY ADDRESSED (2021–2024)

Strategy 2021–2022 2023–2024

Advocacy $10,866,164 71% $6,756,611 52%

Capacity Building and Training $364,799 2% $696,242 5%

Culture and Media $844,125 6% $367,529 3%

Direct Service $2,803,061 18% $2,690,895 21%

Multi/Other – – $32,500 <1%

Philanthropy and Fundraising – – $2,044,749 16%

Research $350,991 2% $300,765 2%

Total $15,229,140 100% $12,889,291 100%

In general, the 2023–2024 strategy/sub-strategy focus of LGBTI funding for the 

South West Asia and North Africa region aligned with overall trends compared 

to other regions, except for a higher-than-average percentage of funding for 

Direct Service and lower-than-average for Capacity Building and Training. 

A drop in the percentage of funding for the Advocacy strategy is partly due 

to shifting funds focused on philanthropic advocacy and funds awarded for 

regranting into the Philanthropy and Fundraising category.

Strategies Addressed by LGBTI Funding 

for South West Asia and North Africa
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